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According to a national survey of 1,449 parents representing the US parent population1: 
 

What Parents of Early Learners Want 
● Parents want to raise capable individuals with the ability to contribute 

constructively to the world, with independent minds and spirits as well as a sense 

of purpose about their lives. 

● Parents want high-quality, whole child learning which is personalized and 

develops intellectual, social and emotional skills in balance, and which in turn 

provide the foundation for a child’s enduring success in school and beyond. 

● Parents want to be engaged as partners as they see themselves as first 

teachers and in early childhood education. 

● Parents want experiential, exploratory and playful learning opportunities 

and activities to promote whole child development - with over 60% seeing this 

as a major focus. 

 
What Is Quality to Parents? 

● Healthy environments with a range of enriching activities that equip children 

with the skills to navigate their knowledge. 

● Classrooms and settings that are hands-on, self-paced, collaborative and 

joyful, creating lifelong learners and doers. 

● Programs where all teachers support each child’s natural development, 

allowing them to follow their interests through intentional play and scaffolded 

experiences to develop strong skills in academics, leadership, self-discipline, 

responsibility, independence and initiative. 

● Programs which partner with parents to develop children who are morally, 

emotionally, and behaviorally prepared for the real world. 

 
Quality Whole Child Learning Through Play 

● Play is a crucial part of learning that can enhance curiosity, social, emotional, 

motor and creativity.  

● Characteristics of playful learning experiences are socially interactive, joyful, 

meaningful, actively learning, and iterative.  

● Quality learning through play brings joy to a child - both enjoying a task for its 

own sake and the momentary thrill of surprise, insight or success after 

overcoming challenges.  

● Children find meaning in experience by connecting it to something they have 

already learned.  

● Engaging in iterative play not only helps children learn and understand more 

about the world around them but also strengthens their critical thinking and 

scientific reasoning.2 

                                                           
1 Trust for Learning, “Parents as ECE Consumers” Presentation, April 2018. https://trustforlearning.org/resource/parents-as-ece-consumers-presentation/ 
2 LEGO Foundation, “Learning through Play: a review of the evidence” Nov. 2017. https://www.legofoundation.com/media/1063/learning-through-

play_web.pdf 

“To build healthy 

brain 

connections 

from the outset, 

young children 

need responsive 

and rich social 

interactions with 

caregivers, 

combined with 

enough nutrients 

and an 

environment 

free of toxins. 

Playful 

experiences 

offer a unique 

context for these 

supportive and 

rich learning 

experiences in 

early childhood.” 

 

-- Center on the 

Developing 

Child at 

Harvard 

University 

(2016) 
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